
MINUTES OF THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING HELD

ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2017 AT 6: 00 P. M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL

CHAMBERS

MAYOR:     Tonita Gurule- Giron

COUNCILORS:       Barbara A. Casey
David A. Ulibarri, Jr.

Vincent Howell

David L. Romero

ALSO PRESENT:       Richard Trujillo, City Manager

Casandra Fresquez, City Clerk

Corinna Laszlo- Henry, City Attorney
Chris Lopez, Sergeant at Arms

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

MOMENT OF SILENCE

Councilor Howell asked that family, friends and neighbors be remembered and
hoped for a safe and happy holiday season and asked everyone to think of and
help those less fortunate who may be on highways, under bridges or in parks who
are not able to be warm.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Councilor Casey made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Councilor

Romero seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call

Vote was taken and reflected the following:
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Vincent Howell Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

City Attorney Corinna Laszlo- Henry advised that she had a supplement to add to
the minutes and stated that a closed meeting of the Governing body was called on
December 14, 2017 for the purpose of discussing the matters subject to the
attorney client privilege pertaining to threatened or pending litigation in which the
City of Las Vegas is or may become a participant, as permitted by Section 10- 15- 1
H) ( 7) of the New Mexico Open Meetings Act, NMSA 1978, after proper notice,

the meeting was convened at 6: 04 p. m., roll call was taken and all members of the

Governing Body were present.  She advised that only matters subject to the

attorney client privilege pertaining to threatened or pending litigation in which the
City of Las Vegas is or may become a participant were discussed and that Counsel
was given specific settlement authority as authorized by the majority of the
Governing body, the meeting adjourned at 6: 54 p. m.

Councilor Casey made a motion to approve the minutes for November
8th,

November
14th, 

November
30th

and December
14th, 

2017.  Councilor Ulibarri, Jr.

seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was

taken and reflected the following:

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

MAYOR' S APPOINTMENTS/ REPORTS

Mayor Tonita Gurule- Giron advised that there were no appointments or reports

although mentioned that they were still attempting to negotiate the issue

regarding the Storrie Project.

MAYOR' S RECOGNITIONS/ PROCLAMATIONS
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Mayor Gurule- Giron advised there were no recognitions or proclamations at this

time.

PUBLIC INPUT

William Gonzales spoke on behalf of the Acequias and asked the Governing body
to consider the withdrawal of litigation pertaining to the remand and stated that
the Acequias were still willing and able and waiting for the opportunity to discuss
with the City how they could share water and bring an end to, in his opinion,
senseless" litigation. He stated that he hoped the matter could be resolved due

to it continuing for many years, with millions of dollars going to litigation and the
1200 acre feet water storage, instead of where it was desperately needed in the
community.

Ray Gallegos spoke briefly on issues of the 1835 Priority and how it would lead to
the extinction of the Acequias and stated that what was being spent to pay Storrie
Project, Bradner could be repaired at a fraction of the cost and added there was

no need to lease or borrow money.  Mr. Gallegos stated that he could not

understand the obsession of the City government sending water and money to
private individuals at Storrie Project, with no reasonable expectation of a return.

He advised that he was convinced that this was not about water but about money,
with decisions that had been made and felt it was a gross misrepresentation of

funds and that they would continue their efforts against the 1835 Priority.

Pamela G. Daves stated that she did not see the Charter contracts or the

resignation/ vacancy of City Manager as she had heard he was resigning.  Ms.

Daves advised that these issues needed to be addressed by the end of the year on

the agenda and added that she was very unhappy with the agenda and that it
should be amended in order to comply with the City Charter by the end of the
year.

Gabe Estrada spoke regarding the water issues and stated that he had hoped they
would have been resolved by now and advised that these legalities had been
going on for 68 years with no result but great cost to the City.  Mr. Estrada added

that he had been involved for many years in the efforts of resolving the water
issues and in getting an agreement and that there was much legal talk although
nothing had been accomplished.  He hoped that this Council would not pass this

water issue to the next Council and added that it was important to divide the

water.
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Wilbert Ryan advised that he had personnel concerns regarding the four positions
of City Manager, City Attorney, City Clerk and Chief of Police which would expire at
the end of the year.  He stated that these positions were extremely important to
the Mayor, Council and to the City and felt that they should be handled in a proper
legal manner.  Mr. Ryan spoke of the importance of documentation of

performance appraisals and that it is an important part for future employment.

Georgina Ortega stated that she wanted to encourage the Council to adopt the

amendment regarding the water for gardening and spoke of concerns regarding
the need of watering food gardens and that it was vital especially on the West side
of town.  Mrs. Ortega advised that she supported the members of the Acequias

who spoke of concerns in coming to an agreement after so many years and we
should all consider how we use water.

Bruce McAllister spoke on issues of the water agreements and how both dams

could have already been repaired with what had been spent to pay attorneys.  He

stated that it should be about working together with our neighbors and working
for solutions for everyone.  Mr. McAllister stated that there were many issues and
added that we were not doing a good job on managing the City.

Meredith Britt spoke briefly regarding the contract renewals for City Manager,
Chief of Police, City Attorney and City Clerk and added that they needed to be on
the agenda to be voted on for renewal in order to have a functioning government.
Ms. Britt advised there had been a great deal of turnover within the City and that
it needed some consistency and that the contracts should be renewed by the end
of the year.  Ms. Britt stated that City Councilors drank bottled water and wanted

to know if there was something wrong with City water.

Mayor Gurule- Giron stated for the record " we understand the process of the

contracts and the Charter which had been raised here this evening, we will be
addressing those issues and we still have until the

31St, 

the City has not dropped

the ball and I just don' t know why there' s such huge concern, there are impending
issues that need to be addressed before those contracts are addressed, I cannot

say anymore at this point and time, we are very familiar with the personnel rules".

Alex Aragon advised that he requested for the Governing body to cancel plans for
the Las Vegas Night at the Legislature and added that he felt there was no value to

the taxpayers to the citizens of Las Vegas after the last year' s event.  He informed

after gathering information regarding funding for the event, came to the
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conclusion that the funding used could have been spent on needs of the City.  Mr.

Aragon spoke of several concerns regarding the street lights in Las Vegas not
working and advised that the citizens pay for those lights.  Mr. Aragon stated that

it was unfair to limit people to 3 minutes for Public Input and felt that it was unfair

when an individual was given more time to speak and disrespected three Council

members in public at the November
14th

Council meeting.  He stated that Mayor

Gurule- Giron disrespected the three Council members by not using the gavel to
rule this individual " out of order" and asked Council to consider giving the public 5
minutes to speak under Public Input.

Mayor Gurule- Giron addressed Mr. Aragon regarding Legislative Night and that the

City did not spend any money from the budget and that money was raised for the
event and informed that this year' s goal was promoting to assisting students with
scholarships and advised that the lights were being addressed with D. O.T.  Mayor
Gurule- Giron advised Mr. Aragon that he had insulted her in the past and was

allowed to do that and felt that it was unprofessional for Mr. Aragon to attack her

again today and was disrespectful.

Brief discussion took place between Mayor Gurule- Giron and Alex Aragon

regarding his concerns.

CITY MANAGER' S REPORT

Mayor Gurule- Giron advised City Manager Trujillo to address the Council and the
public due to them having concerns and stated to Ms. Daves that the reason the
City Manager' s contract had not been addressed was out of respect to City
Manager not wanting it placed on the agenda as his last day was December 29th
and would address the Council and the public.

City Manager Trujillo advised that he took a lot of offense when people would say
that nothing had been done for the City and added that he would support his
Directors and their staff and praised them for their efforts in moving the City
forward.  He spoke of some accomplishment and several events that had recently
taken place in the City.

City Manager Trujillo informed that he had been working for 42 years and that it
was time for him to retire and that the City was in good hands with our top- notch
Directors and criticized the negative talk from community members.  He stated

that he was confident that the water issues would soon be resolved.
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City Manager Trujillo thanked Directors, Managers, Chief of Police, Fire Chief and

staff for carrying the City and stated that all the fighting was killing the City of Las
Vegas.  He stated that he was proud of the accomplishments made in the City in a
very short time and added that many distractions have taken place with recalls
affecting City employees.  City Manager Trujillo mentioned several other

accomplishments within the City and had confidence in Directors, Managers and
employees to move the city forward.  City Manager Trujillo thanked Mayor and

Council for their support as City Manager and asked the community to get
engaged with the Governing Body to become knowledgeable of what was
happening in the City.

Mayor Gurule- Giron thanked City Manager Trujillo for his service to the City,
dedication and commitment.  She commended him on the good job he had done

and congratulated him on his retirement

FINANCE REPORT

Finance Director Ann Marie Gallegos presented the Finance Report ending
November 30, 2017 and reported that General Fund Revenues were at 40% and

informed that expenditures were at 35%.  Ms. Gallegos advised that the

departments had done a good job in monitoring their expenses.

Finance Director Gallegos reported the Recreation Department revenue at 35%

and expenditures at 35% as well and working on bringing in more revenue.

Finance Director Gallegos informed that Enterprise Funds revenue came in at 34%,

and would be increasing with more gas use in the colder months and reported
expenditures to be at 33%.

Councilor Casey asked how the current Utility Water & Gas rates would affect the

Enterprise funds.

Finance Director Gallegos stated that the only thing affected by an increase would
be the CPI, which is considered when planning the budget.

Councilor Casey advised that there were concerns regarding the increased rates

for gas for commercial property.

6



Finance Director Gallegos advised that the cost was generated by Zia Natural
Company every year by November and there would be a change of rates whether
it is an increase or decrease.

Councilor Howell asked for clarification regarding the contract between NMDOT,
the City of Las Vegas and/ or PNM.

Public Works Director Veronica Gentry explained that the City has a contract with
PNM and that the City is responsible for the structure of the top lighting and PNM
oversees the electrical aspect.  She informed that NMDOT and the City both hold
responsibility for lights and advised that she would be available to confirm each

section of responsibility.

Brief discussion took place regarding the process of reporting lighting issues.

Councilor Howell spoke of several issues experienced due to insufficient lighting.

City Manager Trujillo explained that NMDOT and the City had a good working
relationship.

BUSINESS ITEMS

1.   Approval/ Disapproval of Resolution 17- 46 Budget Adjustment Resolution.

Finance Director Ann Marie Gallegos advised that the City of Las Vegas was

requesting increases to the FY2018 Budgeted revenues, expenditures, transfers to
and from within various funds of the FY2018 Budget and stated that with the

increase the total was $ 1, 898, 671. 00.  Finance Director Gallegos advised that she

was also requesting an amendment to Resolution 17- 46 which was the approved
2018 Traffic Safety Grant, and would increase the amount by $ 20, 322. 00 for a

total of $1, 918, 993. 00.

Councilor Casey made a motion to approve Resolution 17- 46, Budget Adjustment

Resolution with the amendment of increase for the 2018 Traffic Safety Grant.
Councilor Howell seconded the motion.

Resolution 17- 46 was presented as follows:
STATE OF NEW MEXICO

MUNICIPALITY OF CITY OF LAS VEGAS

RESOLUTION 17- 46

FISCAL YEAR 2017- 2018
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BUDGET ADJUSTMENT REQUEST

WHEREAS, The Governing Body in and for the Municipality of Las Vegas, State of New Mexico has
developed a budget adjustment request for fiscal year 2017-2018; and

WHEREAS, said budget adjustment request was developed on the basis of need and through cooperation with

all user departments, elected officials and other department supervisors, please see attached schedule; and

WHEREAS, the City of Las Vegas is in need of making budget adjustments in the 2017-2018 fiscal year
budget; to include an increase of$ 8, 000 Grant funding in the General Fund, $7, 599 Grant funding increase in
the Library Special Fund, a decrease of$21, 500 in the E911 Fund, a decrease of$406 in the Bullet Proof Vest
Account, an increase of$9, 978 in the Rehab Taxiway Airport Fund, and an increase of$ 1, 895,000 of SRF
Funding in the Water Project Fund.

WHEREAS, it is the majority opinion of this governing body that the budget adjustment request is approved
and meets the requirements as currently determined for fiscal year 2017- 2018;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Governing Body of the Municipality of the City of Las
Vegas, State ofNew Mexico hereby approves the budget adjustment request herein above described and
respectfully requests approval from the Local Governing Division of the Department of Finance and
Administration.

RESOLVED: In session this 20th day of December, 2017.

Tonita Gurule- Giron, Mayor

ATTEST:

Casandra Fresquez, City Clerk
REVIEWED AND APPROVED AS TO LEGAL SUFFICIENCY ONLY:

Corrina Lazlo-Henry, City Attorney

Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.   Yes Vincent Howell Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Howell asked for an update regarding the South Grand Project.
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City Manager Trujillo advised that the South Grand Project was scheduled for

February 2018 and stated that they were hoping for an increase to the amount
previously estimated which meant there would be an increase to GRT.

2.   Conduct a Public Hearing and Approval/ Disapproval of application requesting a
transfer of ownership for Murphy Oil USA, Inc. DBA Murphy Oil USA, Inc. DBA
Murphy Express # 8709 located at 2607

7th

Street, Las Vegas, NM License # 0837.

Councilor Casey made a motion to go in to Public Hearing.  Councilor Romero and

Councilor Ulibarri, Jr. seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll

call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the following:

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.      Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

City Clerk Fresquez advised that a transfer of ownership for liquor license was
submitted by Murphy Oil USA, INC. for 2607

7th

Street.  The current owner of the

license is HSLC Licenses, LLC at 2607
7th

Street, Las Vegas, NM, License # 0837.  City

Clerk Fresquez s advised that they had met publication and zoning requirements
and also that the owner notified and apologized for not being able to attend
although asked Council to consider the approval.

City Clerk Fresquez stated that her recommendation was approval and added that
they were doing business as Conoco and that it was a transfer of ownership.  She

informed that they would be rebuilding and had already obtained a permit from
Community Development.

Councilor Howell asked if Conoco had a liquor license and asked if there were no

issues from Wal- Mart being that they could not sell liquor.

City Clerk Fresquez advised that they had a package liquor license and that to her
knowledge Wal- Mart had never requested a liquor license.

Discussion took place regarding the clarification of the transfer of ownership.
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City Clerk Fresquez advised that they had a package liquor license and that to her
knowledge Wal- Mart had never requested a liquor license.

Discussion took place regarding the clarification of the transfer of ownership.

Councilor Casey made a motion to accept the record proper.  Councilor Romero
seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was

taken and reflected the following:

Vincent Howell Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Casey made a motion to reconvene to Regular session and to close
Public Hearing.  Councilor Romero seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron

asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes Vincent Howell Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Howell made a motion to approve of application requesting a transfer of
ownership for Murphy Oil USA, Inc. DBA Murphy Express # 8709 located at 2607

7th

Street, Las Vegas, NM, License # 8709.  Councilor Romero seconded the motion.

Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

David L. Romero Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.    Yes

Vincent Howell Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Howell asked if the Love' s Truck Stop would be selling liquor.

City Manager Trujillo advised that Love' s Truck Stop had not applied for a liquor
license.
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Councilor Howell made a motion to go in to Public Hearing.  Councilor Romero

seconded the motion.

Ordinance 17- 11 was presented as follows:  Due to length of document, a
complete copy may be obtained at City of Las Vegas City Clerk' s Office.

Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

Vincent Howell Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

David L. Romero Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.  Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

City Clerk Fresquez asked that anyone wishing to speak on the issue, to stand and
be sworn in.  Maria Gilvarry was sworn in.

Utilities Director Maria Gilvarry advised that this loan was for the purpose of
obtaining project loan funding for the Waste Water treatment plant lift stations.
The principal loan amount is $ 350,000. 00 and the subsidy grant fund amount is

100, 000.00 for a total funded amount of $450,000. 00 offered by the New
Mexico Environment Department.  She advised that the three plant lift stations

that were in need of rehabilitation were located at San Miguel Detention Center,

Dee Bibb and near New Mexico Department of Transportation.

Councilor Casey asked why a Public Hearing was needed on this particular loan
agreement, where funding would come from to pay the loan and asked for the
increment payment amounts.

Utilities Director Gilvarry advised that the New Mexico Environment Department

required revolving fund loans to have an ordinance which could only be approved
by Council through Public Hearing.  She informed that it was a 0% interest loan

that would be paid over a 20 year period with a $ 17,400. 00 per year payment

from the Waste Water budget.

Councilor Casey made a motion to accept the record proper.  Councilor Romero
seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was

taken and reflected the following:
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David A. Ulibarri, Jr.  Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Casey made a motion to close Public Hearing and reconvene in to
Regular session.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken

and reflected the following:

Vincent Howell Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

David L. Romero Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.       Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion had carried.

Councilor Casey made a motion to approve to adopt Ordinance No. 17- 11 to enter
into a loan agreement with the New Mexico Environment Department.  Councilor

Howell seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call

Vote was taken and reflected the following:

David L. Romero Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.    Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

4.   Conduct a Public Hearing and Approval/ Disapproval to adopt Ordinance No.

17- 12 amending water conservation ordinance.

Councilor Howell made a motion to go in to Public Hearing.  Councilor Romero

seconded the motion.

Ordinance 17- 12 was presented as follows:  Due to length of document, a
complete copy may be obtained at the City of Las Vegas City Clerk' s Office.

Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes David L. Romero Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes Vincent Howell Yes
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City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

City Clerk Fresquez asked anyone who wished to speak on the issue, to stand and
be sworn in.  Maria Gilvarry, Bruce McAllister and Georgina Ortega were sworn in.

Utilities Director Gilvarry advised that the amendment of water conservation
Ordinance 440- 26 is to add small personal food gardens to the exceptions in the

ordinance.  She stated that it would apply to 200 square feet food gardens that
would not impact the City' s water supply and gardens would be monitored by the
City.

Bruce McAllister stated that he supported the concept of amending the water
conservation ordinance.

Georgina Ortega stated that she also supported the amendment due to living in a
food desert and that our community needed the opportunity to grow their own
food and would make the community more acceptable to live in.  Mrs. Ortega

thanked the Governing Body for their support in amending the ordinance.

Utilities Director Gilvarry read the exception to state " personal fruit/ vegetable

garden of 200 square feet or less watered by drip irrigation, soaker hose or by
hand."

Councilor Howell asked if the Ordinance would cover beyond the City limits.

Utilities Director Gilvarry advised that it covered people using City water in the
service area.

Councilor Casey made a motion to accept the record proper.  Councilor Ulibarri, Jr.
and Councilor Romero seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll

call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the following:

Vincent Howell Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.       Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.
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Councilor Casey made a motion to close Public Hearing and reconvene into
Regular session.  Councilor Ulibarri, Jr. seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron

asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the following:

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Howell made a motion to approve to adopt Ordinance No. 17- 12

amending water conservation ordinance.  Councilor Ulibarri, Jr. seconded the

motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and

reflected the following:

David L. Romero Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

5.   Conduct a Public Hearing and Approval/ Disapproval to adopt Ordinance No.

17- 15, amendment to the Official Zoning Map for property.

Councilor Casey made a motion to go in to Public Hearing.  Councilor Howell and

Councilor Ulibarri, Jr. seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll

call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.   Yes Vincent Howell Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

City Clerk Fresquez asked anyone who wished to speak on the issue, to stand and
be sworn in.  Renee Garcia, Maria Perea and Matias Martinez Jr. and Matias

Martinez Sr. were sworn in.

Planning & Zoning Coordinator Maria Perea advised that Matias Jr. & Consuelo F.

aka Francille C.) Martinez, owners of Parcel B- 2 located behind 300 South Grand

Avenue, Las Vegas, New Mexico appeared before the Las Vegas Planning and
Zoning Commission on November 27, 2017.  Mr. & Mrs. Martinez are requesting
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that said property be re- zoned from the present C- 3 ( General Commercial Zone) to
an R- 1 ( Single Family Residential Zone).  The applicant' s intent is to have property
taxes lowered on said lots.

Matias Martinez Sr. explained that the reason for his request was due to paying
too many taxes for the property he lived in which no longer had a business and
asked Council to consider the zone change.

Councilor Casey made a motion to accept the record proper.  Councilor Romero
seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was

taken and reflected the following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.    Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Casey made a motion to close Public Hearing and reconvene in to
Regular session.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken

and reflected the following:

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Casey made a motion to approve to adopt Ordinance No. 17- 15,
amendment to the Official Zoning Map for said property.  Councilor Romero

seconded the motion.

Ordinance 17- 15 was presented as follows:

CITY OF LAS VEGAS, CITY COUNCIL

ORDINANCE NO. 17- 15

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FROM AN

C- 3 ( GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONE) TO AN R- A ( RESIDENTIAL AGRICULTURAL ZONE)

FOR PARCEL B- 2 ( 3. 097 ACRES ±) LOCATED BEHIND 300 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE, LAS

VEGAS, NEW MEXICO AS REQUESTED BY MATIAS JR. & CONSUELO F. ( aka FRANCILLE

C.) MARTINEZ ( APPLICANTS/ OWNERS).
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WHEREAS, Matias Jr. & Consuelo F. ( aka Francille C.) Martinez have applied for an

amendment to the official zoning map for Parcel B- 2 ( 3. 097 acres ±) located within T16n,

R16e, Section 26, behind 300 South Grand Avenue, Las Vegas, New Mexico pursuant to

provisions of the Las Vegas City Zoning Ordinance, and;

WHEREAS,  on November 27,  2017 the City of Las Vegas Planning and Zoning
Commission, following adequate public notice, held a public hearing to receive testimony
concerning the amendment of the Official Zoning Map to re- zone Parcel B- 2 ( 3. 097 acres ±)
located within T16n, R16e, Section 26, behind 300 South Grand Avenue, Las Vegas, New
Mexico from an C- 3 ( General Commercial Zone) to an R-A ( Residential Agricultural Zone)

and on November 27, 2017 adopted a motion recommending approval of the proposed
amendment.

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2017, the Governing Body of the City of Las Vegas,
following adequate public notice, held a public hearing to receive testimony concerning the
recommendations of the Planning and Zoning Commission.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the Governing Body of the City of Las
Vegas,  New Mexico,  hereby GRANTS the amendment to the Official Zoning Map by
re- zoning and changing the district classification of certain property known as Parcel B- 2

3. 097 acres ±) located within T16n, R16e, Section 26, behind 300 South Grand Avenue, Las

Vegas,  New Mexico from a C- 3  ( General Commercial Zone)  to an R-A  ( Residential

Agricultural Zone), and more fully described as follows:

Parcel B- 2 ( 3. 097 acres ±), as shown on the Plat of Survey prepared
by John David Hernandez, Hernandez Surveys, a copy of which is attached.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Governing Body of the City of Las Vegas, New
Mexico, hereby adopts the following findings of fact upon which the Council' s decision is
based:

1.  The boundaries of the zones established by the City' s Ordinances, the classification
of property herein,  or other provisions of said Ordinances may be amended
whenever public necessity, convenience, or general welfare require.

1.       That duly public notice and public hearings were in accordance with the legal
requirements and a site plan for the zone change has been provided which is acceptable to

the City Council.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON THIS DAY OF 2017.

ATTEST:
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Casandra Fresquez, City Clerk Tonita Gurule- Giron, Mayor

REVIEWED AND APPROVED

AS TO LEGAL SUFFICIENCY ONLY

Corinna Laszlo- Henry, City Attorney

Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.  Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

6.   Conduct a Public Hearing and Approval/ Disapproval to adopt Ordinance No.

17- 16, amendment to the Official Zoning Map for property.

Councilor Casey made a motion to go in to Public Hearing.  Councilor Romero

seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was

taken and reflected the following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.    Yes Vincent Howell Yes

David L. Romero Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

City Clerk Fresquez asked anyone who wished to speak on the issue, to stand and
be sworn in.  Renee Garcia, Maria Perea and Matias Martinez Jr. and Matias

Martinez Sr. were sworn in.

Planning & Zoning Coordinator Maria Perea advised that Matias Jr. & Consuelo F.

Martinez, owners of a residence know as 296 South Grand Avenue, Las Vegas,

New Mexico appeared before the Las Vegas Planning and Zoning Commission on
November 27, 2017.  Mr. & Mrs. Martinez are requesting that said property be
re- zoned from the present C- 3 ( General Commercial Zone) to an R- 1 ( Single Family
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Residential Zone).  The applicant' s intent is to have the family residence rezoned
to lower the property taxes.  Property has been utilized as the owner' s primary
residence for over 50 years.

Matias Martinez, Sr. once again explained that this rezone was also due to paying
too many taxes on his property.

Brief discussion took place regarding the property and locations of the residents
and the businesses.

Mayor Gurule- Giron asked Mr. Martinez if he had commercial property included
on the plot that he was asking to re- zone.

Mr. Martinez explained that there was a commercial property next to it although
was not included in the re- zone.

Planning & Zoning Coordinator Perea explained that the commercial property had
been separated ( lot split) and was approved through Planning & Zoning.

Councilor Casey made a motion to accept the record proper.  Councilor Romero
and Councilor Howell seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll

call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.  Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

David L. Romero Yes Vincent Howell Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Councilor Casey made a motion to close Public Hearing and reconvene in to
Regular session.  Councilor Romero and Councilor Howell seconded the motion.

Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

Vincent Howell Yes David L. Romero Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr. Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.
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Councilor Casey made a motion to approve to adopt Ordinance No. 17- 16,

amendment to the Official Zoning Map for said property.  Councilor Ulibarri, Jr.
seconded the motion.

Ordinance 17- 16 was presented as follows:
CITY OF LAS VEGAS, CITY COUNCIL

ORDINANCE NO. 17- 16

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF LAS VEGAS OFFICIAL ZONING MAP FROM AN

C- 3 ( GENERAL COMMERCIAL ZONE) TO AN R- 1 ( SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL ZONE)

FOR PARCEL A ( 0.4809 ACRES ±)  LOCATED AT 296 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE, LAS

VEGAS,  NEW MEXICO AS REQUESTED BY MATIAS JR. & CONSUELO F.  MARTINEZ

APPLICANTS/ OWNERS).

WHEREAS, Matias Jr. & Consuelo F. Martinez have applied for an amendment to the

official zoning map for Parcel A ( 0.4809 acres ±) located within T16n, R16e, Section 26, and

known as 296 South Grand Avenue, Las Vegas, New Mexico pursuant to provisions of the

Las Vegas City Zoning Ordinance, and;

WHEREAS,  on November 27,  2017 the City of Las Vegas Planning and Zoning
Commission, following adequate public notice, held a public hearing to receive testimony
concerning the amendment of the Official Zoning Map to re- zoneParcel A ( 0.4809 acres ±)
located within T16n, R16e, Section 26, and known as 296 South Grand AvenueSouth Grand

Avenue, Las Vegas, New Mexico from an C- 3 ( General Commercial Zone) to an R- 1 ( Single

Family Residential Zone)  and on November 27, 2017 adopted a motion recommending
approval of the proposed amendment.

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2017, the Governing Body of the City of Las Vegas,
following adequate public notice, held a public hearing to receive testimony concerning the
recommendations of the Planning and Zoning Commission.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED that the Governing Body of the City of Las
Vegas,  New Mexico,  hereby GRANTS the amendment to the Official Zoning Map by
re- zoning and changing the district classification of certain property known as Parcel A
0.4809 acres ±) located within T16n, R16e, Section 26, and known as 296 South Grand

Avenue South Grand Avenue, Las Vegas, New Mexico from a C- 3 ( General Commercial Zone)

to an R- 1 ( Single Family Residential Zone), and more fully described as follows:

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the Governing Body of the City of Las Vegas, New
Mexico, hereby adopts the following findings of fact upon which the Council' s decision is
based:
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1.  The boundaries of the zones established by the City' s Ordinances, the classification
of property herein,  or other provisions of said Ordinances may be amended
whenever public necessity, convenience, or general welfare require.

1.       That duly public notice and public hearings were in accordance with the legal
requirements and a site plan for the zone change has been provided which is acceptable to

the City Council.
PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON THIS DAY OF 2017.

ATTEST:

Casandra Fresquez, City Clerk Tonita Gurule- Giron, Mayor

REVIEWED AND APPROVED

AS TO LEGAL SUFFICIENCY ONLY

Corinna Laszlo- Henry, City Attorney

Mayor Gurule-Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

Barbara A. Casey Yes Vincent Howell Yes

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.  Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Matt Martinez, Jr. took the opportunity to speak in regards to the South Grand
project and stated that he hoped that business owners in that area would be

remembered by New Mexico Department of Transportation, explaining that
access to their businesses was vital.

7.   Approval/ Disapproval to award RFP # 2018- 10 for Emergency Services to
Superior Ambulance and enter into negotiations.

Fire Chief Billy Montoya advised that the City of Las Vegas Fire Department went
out for Request for proposals and Superior Ambulance was the sole bidder for the

proposal.
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Councilor Howell spoke of concerns from Dalbey Street residents regarding
complaints of speeding first response vehicles (without lights on) going through
that street and asked why those issues had not been resolved.

Fire Chief Billy Montoya advised that that was unacceptable and that an Oversight

committee for ambulances and fire would be established and that they would
meet on a quarterly basis to address issues which hopefully would alleviate the
concerns of the residents.

Councilor Casey had a question regarding the amount regarding last year' s
contract which was $ 175, 000.00 and the current amount of $200, 000. 00.

Fire Chief Montoya explained that negotiations were made with Superior

Ambulance for the contract amount of $175, 000.00.

Councilor Casey advised there was a concern from a constituent regarding no
availability of ambulance service when needed.

Fire Chief Montoya stated that that was one of their concerns as well and stated

that Superior Ambulance had two separate contracts with the County and the City
although were currently sharing ambulances with the County.  Fire Chief Montoya

advised that this RFP would include for the City to have three ambulances that
would solely service the City of Las Vegas and would not compromise the 911
service.

Councilor Casey asked what the timeline would be to complete the RFP process.

Fire Chief Montoya explained the process and stated that hopefully it would be
completed by mid January and brought back to Council for approval.

Councilor Ulibarri, Jr. asked if they had talked to any other ambulance companies.

Fire Chief Montoya advised that right now Superior Ambulance was the only

company that had the license to operate in Las Vegas and informed the only other
company with that license was out of Albuquerque, which did not put in for the
bid.

Councilor Romero asked the reason for the delay on the contract.
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Fire Chief Montoya explained the reason for delay was due to trying to collaborate
with the County.

City Attorney Laszlo- Henry explained that she had already reviewed the
preliminary draft of the contract and stated there were some terms to the
contract that continue to be negotiated and added that if the Council would

approve, it would be an approval to enter into a contract rather than negotiations.

Mayor Gurule- Giron stated that the request was for approval or disapproval to go

into negotiations and not to enter into a contract and agreed with the Council of

bringing the contract back for approval with actions specified that would be taken.

Councilor Howell recommended that there be a penalty clause included as part of
the contract for ambulances going through the area of Dalbey Street without
emergency lights as a safety issue.

Councilor Ulibarri, Jr. suggested to negotiate that Superior Ambulance relocate.

Councilor Casey made a motion to approve to award RFP # 2018- 10 for Emergency
Services to Superior Ambulance and enter into negotiations.  Councilor Ulibarri, Jr.

seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was

taken and reflected the following:

Vincent Howell Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.      Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

COUNCILOR' S REPORTS

Councilor Romero had a concern regarding a water leak at 421 New Mexico
Avenue not being repaired since last week.

Councilor Casey thanked Public Works Department for the street repair happening
and stated that the Electric Light Parade was a success and had a question

regarding the float parked at Plaza Park with advertising for a construction
company and felt it was not appropriate and asked if other businesses would be
able to get free advertising at the park as well.  Councilor Casey reported the light
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on 4th Street across the golf course not working properly, making it difficult to see
at night.

Councilor Casey stated that when she learned that the contract renewals for

people that the Mayor appoints, was not on the agenda, she contacted our City
Attorney to discuss and was advised by City Attorney Laszlo- Henry that it would be
better to talk to the City' s alternate attorney due to conflict of interest being that
her contract was up for renewal.

Councilor Casey informed that the City had a contract with an alternate attorney
and pays them $200.00 an hour to provide services when there is a conflict of

interest or any other issue that our City Attorney could not deal with.  Councilor

Casey advised that she called the alternate attorney and left a message for a call
back and informed that the alternate attorney' s sister called her back stating that
the attorney would not talk to her because she had been ordered by the Mayor
not to talk to her under any circumstances.  Councilor Casey stated that this
brought to light the question, " are we using taxpayer dollars to pay for a private
attorney for our Mayor"?  Councilor Casey stated that if that was the case, and
that alternate attorney was only going to be doing work for the Mayor, then she
thought that that was unethical and wrong.

Councilor Casey advised that the City Manager had spoken about transparency
and thought that the City had done many good things, although stated that there
was a great deal of lack of communication and that they had been hearing rumors
for over a month about City Manager Trujillo leaving.  Councilor Casey advised
that no one ever bothered to inform the Council and stated that the contracts for

renewal which were City Manager, City Attorney, Chief of Police and City Clerk
were to be reviewed and either approved or disapproved for renewal now in

December and that it was her understanding that the Mayor refused to put the
contract renewal on the agenda for this month' s meeting.

Councilor Casey stated that she understood that the City Manager retired and that
this position was now open and being that the Mayor had not informed the
Council about the City Manager' s retirement and his intentions to leave the City' s
employment, one can only surmise that the Mayor was keeping important
information from the Council members.  Councilor Casey added that perhaps the

Mayor was intending to appoint an Interim City Manager, and that she had heard
she had already done that without Council' s approval or informing them.  She

stated that the Mayor needed to be reminded that if she did this without the
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approval of City Council, she was violating the provisions of the City Charter which
states in Article 5 Section 5. 01D " the Mayor shall appoint subject to Council

approval, an acting City Manager for any absence exceeding 30 days".  Councilor

Casey advised that since they were not taking any action on this position tonight,
can we surmise that the Mayor had already appointed someone to this position as
Interim City Manager without the consent of the City Council, if this is so, then the
Mayor was blatantly violating the provisions set forth in the City Charter.
Councilor Casey stated that she did not know the reason the Mayor had refused to
do what was the normal course of action to keep the City functioning properly,
without the renewal of contracts of the Chief of Police, City Attorney and the City
Clerk, the Mayor was placing the City in legal jeopardy.  Councilor Casey stated,
as many of you know these positions are vital to the day to day efficient

functioning of the City of Las Vegas, without these key people in their positions
what is to happen to the City, who will take over leadership at the Police
Department, what will happen when the legal issues that our City Attorney has
been dealing with in an expeditious and efficient manner, what will happen to
those, who will get all the necessary pre- election and election work done for the

March Municipal Election, who will do all the work afterwards reporting to the
County Clerk and the Secretary of State, does the Mayor think that just anyone
can take these vital positions simply because of her whims or her desire to be in
total control, Mayor Tonita Gurule- Giron has blatantly violated the City Charter,
exposed the City to lawsuits, exhibited unprofessional behavior, and has created a
hostile work environment".  Councilor Casey stated " if Mayor Tonita Gurule- Giron

does not take corrective action to carry out the duties of the Mayor as a functional
member of this Governing Body of this City Council, I ask that Mayor Tonita
Gurule- Giron resign from office".

Councilor Casey made a motion to censure the Mayor for her lack of professional
ethics, by circumventing the process of appointing an Interim City Manager,
reappointing Police Chief, City Clerk and City Attorney.  She clarified the definition
of censure as: " a formal public group condemnation of an individual whose
actions run counter to the group' s acceptable standards for individual behavior".
Councilor Howell seconded the motion.  Mayor Gurule-Giron asked for roll call.

Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the following:

David L. Romero Yes Barbara A. Casey Yes

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.   No

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.
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Mayor Gurule- Giron addressed Councilor Casey and advised that the accusations
made by Councilor Casey were unfortunate and stated that Councilor Casey and
City Attorney Laszlo- Henry were working together on her contract.

Councilor Casey stated that that was not true.

Mayor Gurule- Giron responded that she had it on paper and claimed that City
Attorney Laszlo- Henry conducted herself in an unprofessional manner by attacking
her via e- mail to the City' s other attorney.

Mayor Gurule- Giron advised that in regards to the contracts, the City had two
impending retirements, one retirement in which they were waiting for an order to
allow this individual to enter into a contract.  Mayor Gurule- Giron stated that

Councilor Casey should have been notified of the impending retirements by City
Attorney Laszlo- Henry, and that she failed to do her job.  Mayor Gurule- Giron

added that Councilor Casey had access to City Attorney Laszlo- Henry, as she had
the information.

Mayor Gurule- Giron stated that City Manager Trujillo had asked her not to

mention anything because he wanted to address the Council publicly.  She stated
that they were looking into two vacant positions and added that she never stated
that they would not approve contracts.

Mayor Gurule- Giron stated that personnel would be discussed in Executive

Session, that no one had circumvented any policy or any charter and that they
were waiting on the impending retirement of the Police Chief.  Mayor

Gurule- Giron stated that she thought it was absolutely ridiculous that Council had
censured her.

A disagreement took place between the Mayor and a member of the audience.

Councilor Howell made a motion to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel

matters, as permitted by Section 10- 15- 1 ( H) ( 2) of the New Mexico Open

Meetings Act, NMSA 1978.  Councilor Ulibarri, Jr. seconded the motion.  Mayor

Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and reflected the

following:

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes
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Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.  Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Councilor Casey made a motion to reconvene in to Regular Session, and advised

that only personnel matters were discussed, no action was taken and no decisions
were made.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and

reflected the following:

Vincent Howell Yes David A. Ulibarri, Jr.  Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

Mayor Gurule- Giron advised that they would be holding a Special meeting on
December 28, 2017 at 5: 30 p. m. and added that some of the Councilors were not

informed of the meeting, consistent with policy.  She stated that discussion of
contracts of appointment or removal would take place, also the issue of interim

appointments and that there may be a need for Executive Session at that time.

ADJOURN

Councilor Howell made a motion to adjourn.  Councilor Casey seconded the
motion.  Mayor Gurule- Giron asked for roll call.  Roll Call Vote was taken and

reflected the following:

David A. Ulibarri, Jr.   Yes Vincent Howell Yes

Barbara A. Casey Yes David L. Romero Yes

City Clerk Fresquez re- read the motion and advised that the motion carried.

J L
I!/, A

Mayor Tonita Gurule- Giron

ATTEST:
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Casandra Fresquez, City Clerk
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